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DIOCESE OF ST. ALBANS 
 

The Bishop of St Albans: The Rt. Revd. Dr. Alan Smith 
The Bishop of Hertford:   The Rt Revd  Jane Mainwaring 
Archdeacon:                      The Venerable Janet Mackenzie . 
Rural Dean:                        The Revd. Mark Dunstan  
Assistant Rural Dean:        

 

THE PARISHES OF BAYFORD & BRICKENDON, LITTLE BERKHAMSTED, 
 ESSENDON & WOODHlLL, PONSBOURNE:  

 

RECTOR: Rev’d Theresa Musiwacho,  
Hartford Hundred Rectory,  

1 Little Berkhamsted Lane, Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LU.  
Telephone: 01707 875940  email - hartfordhundred@outlook.com 

 

Communion to the sick, Notice of Banns and of Marriage by arrangement with the Minister. See p4. 
Please advise us of any cases of sickness so that prayers may be offered  

or where they may be of any assistance.  

ST ANDREW'’S - LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
Sandie Ash, Hall Cottage, 7 Church Road, 
Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LY   01707 875221 
 

PCC SECRETARY 
Ian Bailey, Tower House, Stockings Lane, 
Little Berkhamsted.  SG13 8LW 01707 875791 
 

TREASURER  
Christopher Nunn, Trewinnard House, Little 
Berkhamsted, SG13 8LS           07885 464055 
  

ORGANIST 
  
ST MARY - BAYFORD and HOLY CROSS 
and ST ALBAN – BRICKENDON 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
  

Mr C Taylor, Baybury House, 41 Ashendene 
Road, Bayford, Hertford, SG13 8PX   
                                                    01992 511041 
  

PCC SECRETARY 
  

TREASURER  
Mrs. L. Fitzjohn, Home Farm, Bayford Lane, 
Bayford 
 

ORGANIST  
Mrs V Haryott, Wellpond Cottage, Brickendon, 
SG13 8NU                                 01992 511575 
 
 
 
 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN - ESSENDON and 
WOODHILL, AL9 6AS 
  

CHURCHWARDENS 

Paul Wombwell, 27 Rectory Close, Essendon, 
AL9 6HG                                     01707 273729 
Colin Rees, 2, Letty Green, Hertford,  
SG14 2NZ.                                07540 351 530. 
colin4444@yahoo.com. 
 

PCC SECRETARY  
Ms C Blackman, 42 High Road, Essendon, 
AL9 6HW  07831 341886 
casblackman@yahoo.com 
 
 

TREASURER  
Mr Nick Pickard, Cucumber Hall, Essendon, 
AL9 6JB  07779 325847 
     

 
ST MARY - PONSBOURNE  
  

CHURCHWARDEN AND TREASURER  

Phil Ryan 
50, New Park Road, Newgate Street,  
SG13 8RF - 01707 876151 
phil.ryan47@gmail.com  
 
ORGANIST  
Mr P Minchinton, 14 Byfield, Welwyn Garden 
City, AL8 7AL                              01707 323742 
  
 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR 
Dr M E Wainwright. 12 Church Road, Little 
Berkhamsted, SG13 8LY.           01707 875970 
parishmag@begesford.co.uk 

The Parish Magazine is also available online, free of charge.  
Google ‘HHW Parish Magazine’.  

For the HHW web site Google ‘Hartford Hundred West’. 
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Dear All. 
The time of Lent and Easter is a time 
of reflection. Flashing back on Jesus’s 
journey to the cross for us to be set 
free, it was a total sacrifice, agape love 
or unconditional love. As He was 
heading to the cross, I am amazed at 
the special mention of the women, 
who had accompanied Him all the way 
from Galilee to Jerusalem: Salome, 
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of James and Joses. With a unique 
lustre the dedication of these women 
stands out. They secretly remained 
with Christ at the toughest moment.  
Another disciple who stood out on 
this crucial journey was- Joseph of 
Arimathea, who boldly went to Pilate 
and requested permission to bury the 
Lord after Jesus’s Christ had given up 
His spirit on the cross. I can image the 
surprise to Pilate and the provocation 
to the other Jews, that a member of 
the Sanhedrin could decisively stand 
up for the Crucified Jesus. We us be 
assured -we are never alone. The act 
separated Joseph forever from the 
institution that killed the Lord. In 
spiritual sense, Joseph buried himself 
religiously, socially and economically. 
After the embalmment of Jesus’s body 
Jesus was placed in Joseph’s new 
tomb. Jesus did not accumulate wealth 
during His reign on earth but 
whenever He needed anything it was 
available. This is mind blowing! 
Fast forward, before dawn on Sunday 
morning, the two Marys came to see 
the tomb ( Matt:28:1-10. As they 
arrived, there was a great earthquake, 
in normal circumstances, an 
earthquake causes devastating results 
including death but this one was a 
unique earthquake. An angel 

descended from heaven, rolled back 
the stone from the mouth of the tomb 
and sat on it. Waah! We serve a living 
God who has everything under His 
feet. The Roman guards, frightened, 
and astonished by this radiant being 
clothed majestically- fainted. 
During His time on earth Jesus would 
eat with tax collectors, argue with the 
Pharisees but from the time of His 
crucifixion to ascension the focus and 
attention was on those who believed 
in Him. Taking no notice of the frozen 
guards, the angel reassured the 
women that there is nothing to fear, 
the one they were seeking for was 
risen. The stone was rolled away for 
the women to believe that He had 
risen. The Lord was alive and was to 
meet them in Galilee. The angel told 
the women to go quickly and 
announce the news to His disciples. 
In Galilee, the risen Christ met His 
disciples on a mountain. What a great 
union. His sufferings were now past. 
In His glorious body He stood before 
them. They worshipped the loving and 
living God – some doubted but 
Christianity is a journey of trust and 
faith. The risen Christ told them that 
all authority had been given to Him in 
heaven and on earth. He gave them a 
commission with three commands not 
suggestions –“ Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations”. Let us not loss 
hope – He is alive. 
 
 
Revd Theresa Musiwacho 

Rector’s Article. 
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Deaths 
25th January 2024    Julian Usher SMITH,                                        Essendon 
30th January 2024    Charles Graham BRETT                                 Essendon 
26th January 2024    Revd Margaret COTTON 
 

Interment of Ashes 
 Brian ROBERTS      died   21st November 2023                             Essendon 

Prayer Share  Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but 
first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none 
other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

PARISH REGISTER 

Situation Vacant 
For the past couple of years, Mike and 
Sue Wainwright have been carrying 
out the duties of General Distributor, 
in addition to Mike’s principal role as 
Editor of our Parish Magazine.  This 
was only intended to be an interim 
arrangement, until such time that 
another of our readers stepped 
forward to assume this role on a more 
permanent basis 
To this end, we are looking for 
somebody to assume the role of 
General Distributor, with immediate 
effect. The monthly duties include 
(complete details will be provided): 
* Liaising with our current printers, 
Victoire Press, for the delivery of c430 
copies of the magazine to your home. 
* Splitting out the boxes of magazines 
between the required number for 
each of the six distributors. 
* Delivery to or collection by each of 
the six distributors of their allocation 
to their respective homes. 
Should you be interested in playing a 

greater part in village life as we know 
it and wish to learn more about what 
is involved in this role, please feel free 
to contact in the first instance: 
Peter Chivers, Hon Treasurer: 
peterchivers53@gmail.com or 01707 
642622. 
 
 

Mike Wainwright,  
Editor: parishmag@begesford.co.uk 
or on 01707 875970. 

 

Bayford School has a 
vacancy for the Clerk to the 

Governors from March 2024 
 

Approximately 9 meetings per year 
A fee per meeting can be paid 
Ability to take Minutes and carry out 
general clerking duties is required 
  
Please call 01992 511551 for more 
information and to apply 
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MARCH CALENDAR 

Sunday 3th March  Third Sunday of Lent 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Essendon 
  9:30 am, Family Service, Ponsbourne 
11:00 am, Parish Communion, Brickendon 
 

Sunday 10th March ,  Fourth Sunday of Lent, Mothering Sunday 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Bayford 
  9:30 am, Family Service, Essendon 
11:00 am, Family Service, Little Berkhamsted 
   

Sunday 17st March ,  Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Ponsbourne 
11:00 am, Family Service,  Brickendon 
 

Sunday 24th March, Palm Sunday 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Little Berkhamsted  

11:00 am, Family Service, Bayford 
 

Friday 29th March, Good Friday 
10:00 am, Zoom Service 
12:00 noon, 1 Hour at the Cross, Little Berkhamsted 
  6:30 pm, Evening Service, Essendon 
 

Saturday 30th March, Easter Sunday 
  7:30 pm, Easter Lights Vigil, Ponsbourne 
 

Sunday 31th March, Easter Sunday 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Essendon 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Ponsbourne 

11:15 am, Parish Communion, Bayford  

11:15 am, Parish Communion, Little Berkhamsted 
 

Sunday 7th April  Second Sunday of Easter 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Essendon 
  9:30 am, Family Service, Ponsbourne 
11:00 am, Parish Communion, Brickendon 
 

Wednesdays  
  9:30 am, Holy Communion, Essendon  
10:00 am, Telephone Service  Free                For Joining instructions see 
                                                                                hartfordhundred@outlook.com   

Weddings, Baptisms and other matters.   
Saturday Registration is held on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month 

at 10.00 am to 11.30 am in Little Berkhamsted Church. 
No appointment necessary 
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ROY FRITH 
VACUUM CLEANER  

SALES,  
SPARES & REPAIRS 

  

RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 
  

01992 503991 
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

13 TALBOT 
STREET 

HERTFORD  
SG13 7BX 

2024 APCMs 
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED               18 April at 7:30 pm 
PONSBOURNE                                 22 April at 7:30  pm 
ESSENDON APCM                           Z5 April at 7:30 pm    
BAYFORD & BRICKENDON          30 April at 7:30 pm    
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

 

in the  
COMFORT and SAFETY 
of your own home.  

Liz Wainwright 

Over 25 years Experience 
 

Fully Insured 

All Equipment Sterilised 

Cuts, Blow-dry, Sets, Perms 

 

Specialising in Colour and 

Extensions 

2024 Subscription Rates 
  

As we enter a new calendar year, we are taking this opportunity to advise all of 
our current supporters of the subscription rates for 2024. 
 

Increases in the cost of living never seem to be out of the news, adversely 
affecting all of us whichever way we turn. The parish magazine has not been 
exempted from such price increases, which has seen the costs of printing 
continue to rise year-on-year. 
 

However, acknowledging that ‘times are tough’ and the need to remain 
competitive, we have decided to maintain next year’s subscription rates at 2023 
levels, except for those receiving the magazine through the post, which reflects 
recent significant increases introduced by Royal Mail: 
  

 Annual subscription:    £8.00 
 Monthly rate:                         80p 
 Postal rate (2nd class): £27.00 
  

We believe that the magazine offers excellent value for money and will allow us 
to continue to financially support both local and national initiatives that are 
compatible with our objectives.  
 

We trust we will be able to count upon your continued support next year, what 
with the magazine being such an integral part of the support network within 
our parishes. 
PC      
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Bayford Knitters  

Essendon Vestry Minute Book, 1833 – 1917. 
 

Herts Archives have entered our ‘Zeppelin book’ for  
Hertfordshire Museum Object of the Year. 

 

Please vote!! 
 

Hertfordshire Archives holds many parish records but only one believed to 
have been damaged by enemy action. This vestry minute book (DP/37/8/16) 
was damaged during the airship raid on Essendon in September 1916, in which 
Captain William Leefe Robinson won the Victoria Cross for shooting down an 
airship. The damage, believed to be from shrapnel, includes holes piercing the 
front cover and evidence of scorching. You can see the vestry minute book on 
display at Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies library. If you would like to 
cast a vote for the Herts Museum Object of the year visit 
www.hertfordshiremuseums.org.uk, or scan the code. 
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GARDENING 
  

Do You: 
  

NEED a strong pair of hands for those gardening jobs 
NEED your vegetable garden dug. 
NEED your grass/hedges cut 
NEED logs moving/splitting 
NEED terraces or garden furniture pressure washed. 
NEED shed or fences painted. 
  

Then I am your man! 
  

Time to suit, 7 days a week. 
Please ring Paul Curson 01707 875622, £12 per hour . 

Minimum 2 hours. 
(£14 if using own machinery) 

Transport required 
I do  not use mains electrical hedge cutters or mowers.  

  

Bayford Knitters  
 

We sent 60 knitted mice to the 
Battersea Cats Home in response to 
an article in their supporters’ 
newsletter.   
 

We are now making “dementia 
twiddle muffs” for residents of a 
local nursing home.  
 

We meet the first and third 
Wednesdays of the month at 8pm in 
the Farmers Boy. All welcome. Please 
call Caroline Fletcher for more 
information on 07919 317212. 
 

Note: A Twiddlemuff is a knitted muff 
with different textures and items 
attached which a patient with 
dementia can fiddle with.  Ed. 
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More information or to order, go to the website: 
https://bit.ly/layleadertalks 
 
Any income from the book will be shared between Royal Papworth charity 

and HHW Group churches. 
  

THANK YOU. 

A NEW BOOK TO RAISE FUNDS FOR ALL OUR CHURCHES. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

JAMES ROBINSON 
 

 Plant hire 
 Groundworks 

 Paving 
 Driveways 

 Landscaping 
 Septic tank installation 

 Site clearance and preparation 
 Demolition 

 

Please call to discuss your needs 

 
07860 445203 

 

admin@j-robinson.co.uk 
www.j-robinson.co.uk 

River Lea Floods, St Mary’s Lane. February. 



12 

BAYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

To read the minutes and agendas just 

Google ‘Bayford Parish Council’ and 

follow the link to ‘Minutes’. 
 

The Baker Arms 
We have obtained a valuation for the 

Baker Arms and have discussed this 

with McM. It may require several 

more meetings before we reach a 

concensus, but we are making 

progress. 

We are in the process of setting up a 

CBS (Community Benefit Society) by 

which we will be able to obtain 

government funding for our bid and 

to provide a framework for managing 

the pub. 

 

The Old Playground. 

Gavin Nelson continues to update us 

on the progress as Bonnel Homes 

negotiates its way through the red 

tape of EHDC Planning Department.. 

Most of the overgrowth of vegetation 

has been cut down. 

 

Meetings. 

25th March, Monday 

Please check the web site.  
 

Michael Wainwright (Dr),  
Chairman.   
 

pc@begesford.co.uk 
01707 875970. 

www.begesford.co.uk   
 

Friends of the Baker Arms 
 

Roadmap to re-opening the Baker 
Arms 
With the pub now listed as an Asset of 
Community Value (ACV) we have 
informed AHDC that we intend to 
make a bid for the pub. We have 
obtained a professional commercial 
valuation and written to McM to get 
their response.. This may trigger a 
further meeting with Tom McMullen. 
We are starting the process to set up a 
Community Benefit Society and 
Community Interest Company which 
will allow us to receive funding from 
the government scheme.  
 

Friends in all the right places  
We’re not going it alone! An 

Bayford 
St. Mary’s Church 

Bayford Church is open  Wednesday and 
Saturday. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Dawn Staal and Tracey Bensted  
 

FLOWERS  
No flowers during Lent. 
 

Bayford 
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The Baker Arms 

application has been lodged with the 
Plunkett Foundation, a charity that 
offers help and professional advice to 
groups in rural areas seeking to 
acquire and run community-owned 
businesses. FOBA have had a number 
of Zoom meetings with our Plunkett 
consultant, Mark Golding, which were 
extremely useful. We’re also hearing 
from other community pub groups, 
like the Red Lion in Aston who have 
recently opened under community 
ownership. Some great people have 
offered to help – we’d love to hear 
from anyone else who has expertise in 
community engagement, the planning 
system, development and 
construction, fundraising and food 
and drink.  
 

Please follow, like and share on social 
media for all the latest campaign 
news.  
www.friendsofbakerarms.org      
hello@fiendsofbakerarms.org 
 

The Right of Way Issue. 
In September (a few months after the 
closure of the pub), large planters 
were placed across the entry/exit to 
the car park to prevent vehicle access.  
Although a gap was left so walkers 
could still pass through, large signs 
were fixed to the planters stating 'No 
Public Right of Way'.  The route via 
the car park provides the only safe 
way between Ashendene Road and 
Brickendon Lane because it avoids the 
very dangerous bend in the road 
where there is no footpath. Therefore, 
it has always been much used by 
walkers, especially those going to the 
station, and also horse riders.   
The 'blocking' of this route was 

discussed at a Parish Council meeting 
and, as the future of the pub and its 
land are uncertain and the signs use 
the legal wording to challenge the 
public's right to use the route, it was 
agreed that an application should be 
made to Hertfordshire County Council 
to record the route as a public right of 
way. 
 

To claim a right of way through public 
use you need to provide evidence that 
it has been used openly (without 
force, secrecy or permission) for the 
last 20 years.  We will be circulating 
'User Evidence Forms' to Bayford 
residents to collect this information 
but if you live outside the village and 
have used this route regularly 
between 2003-2023 we would be 
interested to hear from you.  Please 
contact Andrea Trendler on 01992 
511588.  
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HCPC Registered Audiologist  
Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,  

Hearing Aids & More  

 
25 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1HZ  

01992 877666 hertfordhearing@outlook.com 

Monthly Collections  18th March 10am—noon Dutch Nursery, Bell Bar    
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The School Ponds 

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
Locally Grown Fruit and Veg. when available. Braughing Sausages. Locally Made 
Apple Juices.  Local Bread, Cakes and Fresh Cream Cakes. Fresh Flowers. Locally 
Made Jam, Marmalade and Honey.  Local Farm Eggs and Duck Eggs delivered 
daily. Wines. House-ware. Confectionery. Newspapers and Magazines.  
Muriel’s Home-made Pickles. Dr. John Dog Food. 
  

Delivery Service now available throughout the Local Villages 
  HOURS:-   Mon-SAT. 7am-6pm.  Sun 8am-4pm   

01707 878731 

 
 

CHURCH  ROAD, LITTLE  BERKHAMSTED 

Local Shops, Services and Pubs  

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

●  Rewires 
●  Fuse Boxes 
●  Security 
●  Extra Sockets 
●  Lighting Points 
● Smoke Detectors 
● Electric Cookers 
● TV Points 
● Phone Points 
● Ring video doorbells  
● Tidy & Efficient 

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
  

Tel: 01707 262771  
Mobile: 07861 398288 

  

Family run business 
  

info@ib-electrical.co.uk  
www.ib-electrical.co.uk 

 

I & B ELECTRICAL 
  

Domestic & Commercial 
Electrician 
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Brickendon Liberty 

Brickendon  
Chapel of the Holy Cross & St. Alban 

  
  

 

 

For enquiries concerning the Chapel, please 
contact Virginia Haryott 01992 511575  
or email wellpondharyott@gmail.com  
 
 
  

Brickendon Clubs: 
 

We have some excellent clubs in 
Brickendon which are always happy to 
welcome new members. 
 

Book Club - meets every first Tuesday 
of the month at 8pm, contact Andrea 
Trendler for venue - 01992 511588 
 
 

Pilates - Every Tuesday morning in 
Fanshaws Room (the village hall) at 
9.15am, to register contact Harriet 
Barton, 07944 500504 or 
pilateswithharriet@hotmail.com  
 

Fanshaws Room  
(the Village Hall) 

 

The Village Hall in Brickendon is a 
lovely space for meetings, children's 
parties and other gatherings. More 
details and photos can be found on the 
village website www.brickendon-
liberty.org.uk 
Hire charge for non-residents is £15 
per hour, £10 per hour for residents of 
Brickendon Liberty parish. 
 

Phone 01992 511551 for further 
information or to make a booking.  

Services 
Sunday   3rd March -       Parish Communion at 11.00am 

Flowers                                                 March                               Cleaning 
LENT. NO FLOWERS                       1st &   8th                          Julie Pickering      
                                                             15th & 22nd                        Alison Blakey                            
Virginia Haryott       EASTER           29th 
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Parish Council 
  

Meetings 
Meetings are normally held in the 
Fanshaws Room at 7.30pm and all 
parishioners are welcome to attend 
and to raise any issues of concern. 
Agendas are posted on noticeboards at 
least 3 days before the meeting. 
 

Parish Clerk: Laura Brooks-Payne 
Brickendon Liberty Parish Council 
PO BOX 81, Knebworth, SG3 6YZ 
 

Email clerk@brickendon-liberty.org.uk 
Mobile 07803 906291 

Minutes: Brickendon website 
www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk for . 
  

 
 

Brickendon  
Petanque Boules Club  

 

Play at The Farmer’s Boy 
 

Winter Play Times 
Sunday 10am - 12 noon 

Tuesday 5.30 - 7pm 
Thursday 10am - 12 noon 

 

Further information and enquiries 
Contact Janet 01992 511515 

Brickendon Liberty 

Oak Processionary Moths 
 
We have had an expert look at the 
problem in the Churchyard and at his 
recommendation the lower branches 
of the oaks have been cut off, and the 
ropes taken away. We will now wait 
until late Spring to monitor the trees 
when the moths start to breed.  

 Tennis Courts. 
  

  

The fee for hire is still £5 per court 
per hour for everyone. Last summer 
the courts and pavilion were 
renovated and are in excellent 
condition.  
  

For further information and to book 
see Brickendon website  
(www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk) 
Brenda Lambie 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

  

MITCH 
PLASTERING & 
DECORATING 

  
Professional, Reliable,  

Quality  
and  

Clean Service 
  

 Over 20yrs experience,  
Fully Insured 

  
Please Call Chris on 07775 

673423 

  
  

THE 1st NORTHAW 
SCOUT GROUP 

  

Both our Beaver Colony (6-8 years) 
and Cub Pack (8-11 years) have 
resumed “normal “activities including 
hiking, camping and learning new 
skills and having great fun. 
The numbers in both Sections are 
growing and we would love to 
welcome new members. We would 
also be really happy to have more adult 
helpers and leaders to support this. 
Beavers meet on Thursday and Cubs 
on Monday. 
Meetings are based at our 
Headquarters in Northaw Village. 
To find out more contact Gordon 
Marshall at 
gordon.marshall@pbscouts.org.uk 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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Essendon 

Essendon, Woodhill, 
Wild Hill & Woodside   

St. Mary the Virgin 
  
  

  
  

Flower Arrangers  March  

Pam Worsley. 
 

All Sorts Dementia Group.   
 

Social and activity group for people 
with mild to moderate dementia 
starting at Essendon Village Hall every 
Wednesday 10.30am till 3pm.  
Spaces limited so please call  

01279 498938 or  
email allsortsdg@gmail.com  

for more information.  
Website: www.allsortsdg.co.uk 

March Services. See opposite and page 5. 

Can you help us out at services now 
and then please? 

 
The group of 5 churches is charged 
every month in finding organists and 
good piano and keyboard players to 
stand in for us when we are in need.   
 

We are preparing a list of people to 
include and ask anyone in the Group 
area, if they wish, to have their name 
and phone number included. We also 
have top flight organists prepared to 
give 'Transition organ tuition' to 
skilled and capable piano players at 
low hourly rates.  Email me if 
interested.  
 
Please  
email colin4444@yahoo.co. 
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Mothering Sunday is on Sunday 10th March so on that Sunday, as well as the 
services at Bayford and Little Berkhamsted, there will also be a Family Service 
at 9.30am at Essendon. 
 
There will not be the usual Family Service at Essendon at 9.30am on Sunday 
17th March. 
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ESSENDON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

GARDENING in MARCH 
 

The unusual weather patterns we seem to have had over recent months make 
planning ahead very far from easy but our gardens are very resilient and may 
this March bring a bit of normality once again! It has been a delight once more 
seeing the snowdrops, crocuses and other early Spring bulbs followed by the 
amazing hellebores and it is also a joy watching the buds develop on the early 
shrubs.  
 

If you are planning new borders, March is the time to do this before new growth 
becomes too fast. All Gardeners will be praying that the soil will be beginning to 
gradually warm up so, if you are planning a new border and conditions are fit, 
start by clearing and preparing the soil, working it over well by using any spare 
composted material for nature to work on. 
 

Hopefully there will be warmer days this month when herbaceous plants can be 
divided and, if handled carefully, re-planted, watered in well and the weather is 
reasonable, they should soon ‘take off’. 
 

There is still time to sow tomato seed indoors, so choose favourites, even trying 
a new variety. Key flowers to consider for the Spring are Cowslips, Primroses, 
Hellebores, Snake’s head fritillaries and Crown Imperials – spoil yourselves 
should you be able to purchase any of these! 
 

Other things to be done! Cut back hardy Fuchsias to control the size of the shrub 
and take your Dahlias out of their ‘winter storage’ checking that there are no 
rotten or shrivelled tubers – pot them up then they can grow with some 
protection before finally putting them in place once frosts are over. Give them a 
good soak when they go into the cold frames or greenhouse and protect them 
from late frosts.                                                                               Germander Speedwell 

At the March meeting,  Wednesday 20th, the WI 
will be entertained by Chris Truran, ex. 
Metropolitan Police Scenes of Crimes Officer, who 
will tell us all about DABS and DNA. This will cover 
the development of fingerprints and subsequent 
development and use of DNA. 
 
Lots of interesting speakers have been booked for 
Essendon WI during 2024.  
 
Guests always very welcome. Please call Lyn McCash 07971 909540 for more 
details" 
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Surprisingly a pheasant has suddenly 
started appearing regularly in the 
garden in recent weeks. It gives the 
dogs something to chase but despite its 
size and ungainliness it always 
manages to escape.  There is 
something slightly comical about it as 
it scuttles away, head pointing 
upwards like a stout man running for a 
bus.  We are allowed to talk about this 
bird without much reverence given its 
status as an introduced game bird, its 
numbers boosted each year by the 
release of large numbers bred in 
captivity. Nonetheless this native of 
Asia has been here so long, probably 
since the Romans, that it has 
established itself as a mainstay of our 
image of the English countryside.  
Whilst game managed woodland is 
usually beneficial for wildlife, as an 
introduced species the pheasant's 
impact is not necessarily all positive 
and the increase in predator 
populations such as foxes can have a 
detrimental impact on other ground-

nesting species. 
 

On closer inspection the male really is 
magnificent with its chestnut body and 
iridescent green head. Despite the 
flamboyance of their coloration, it 
provides surprisingly good camouflage 
and you can often find yourself 
alongside them before they finally get 
flushed and startle you, flying off with 
a characteristic and guttural "cok-cok-
cok" and a noisy flapping of wings.  The 
hen is less showy and more restrained, 
its brown and black mottled plumage 
an understated counterpoint to the 
male's flashy exuberance. 
 

The entrance to the Village Hall has a 
faded print of one on the wall, perhaps 
analogous to this overlooked species 
itself. However, it is March and the 
pheasant is now safe until October, at 
least from the guns, giving us a chance 
to take a new look at this old bird. 
DC 

Essendon Nature Notes 

The Village Hall. 

Tel:      07442 499601 
email: 
essendonvillagehall@hotmail.com 
  

facebook.com/essendonvillagehall 
essendonvillagehall.wixsite.com/
essendonvillagehall 

Tennis Courts 
The prices are £40 family, £25 
individual and £15 for a junior.   
New members always welcome.  
  

To join the club or any questions 
please contact,  
  

Nicki Whitelaw 07946300512 
nicki.whitelaw@sky.com 
Essendon Tennis Club Committee 
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AMV CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
  
  

Traditional Chimney Sweep 
with brushes, 

 fireplace sealed and advance 
vacuum technology 

Used 
  
  

 Inglenooks, Wood burning stoves, 
 Aga/solid fuel stoves. 

Gas fires, cowls fitted, smoke testing, 
certificates issued.  
Tel:07815 502798. 

  

email 
amvchimneysweeps@googlemail.com 

  

web www.amvchimneysweeps.co.uk 
  
  

Certified member of the Institute of Chimney 
Sweeps 

Evergreen Landscapes 
All aspects of Garden Construction 

undertaken.  
Approved Patio and Driveway 

Contractors 
  

Walling, Pathways, Turf and Lawn 
Installers, Fencing, Natural Stone and 

Porcelain Specialists 
Grounds Maintenance Contractors for 

Private or Commercial Properties 
  

Office 01707655511 
Mobile call Ron on 07747841103 

Email:- 
sales@evergreenlandscapes.co.uk 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

  

The next meeting of the Parish 
Council will be held on Tuesday 12th 
March at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.  
  

The agenda will be published on the 
website and village noticeboard 
during the week before the meeting. 
Residents are welcome to send 
questions and comments to the clerk 
by Monday 4th March to be included 
on the agenda, at 
 clerk@essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 or attend the meeting and ask in 
person. You are also invited to view 
the new Essendon Parish Council 
website at  
www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
which will continue to have new 
content added. 

Bible Study 

All are welcome.  
More information and dates  from  

mckellartrish@gmail.com 
  

Essendon Cricket Club 
We are looking for a scorer ideally 
Saturday and Sunday, but if someone 
only wanted to do Saturdays or 
Sundays that works. Saturday is the 
day we are struggling with as having 
your own scorer in a league game is 
very important. If anyone is interested 
please contact me. 
  

Ian Venables  07764777343 
Essendon CC Captain. 

ESSENDON  

mailto:clerk@essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Little Berkhamsted,  
Howe Green &  
Epping Green   

St. Andrew 
  
  
  

  

CHURCH CLEANING MARCH 
8th Sarah Barrett and Sue Wainwright 
22nd Sandie Ash and Diane Standbrook 

Little Berkhamsted 

Services for March 
Sunday 10th Mothering Sunday family service 11am 
Sunday 24th Palm Sunday Parish Communion 9.30am 
Friday   29th Good Friday. 12 noon 1 hour at the cross.  
  A quiet prayer in the church. 
Sunday 31st Easter Day 11.15am Parish Communion. 
 
Free Telephone service every Wednesday at 10am.  
This service is for anyone at home and would like to join us.  
Contact me for details. Sandy. 01707875221. 

St Andrew’s Church. 
 

Can you HELP with our beautiful 
church? We are looking for help with 
cleaning the church and help tidying 
up around the church yard. 
 

Contact: Sandie Ash 01707875221 
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St Andrew’s Church 

Church spring tidy-up weekend 
Saturday 2nd or Sunday 3rd March 10am – 2pm 
Please come along and join us if you can spare an hour or more, we have lots of 
hot drinks and good company. 
If possible, bring your own tools, if not we can share. 
 
MOTHERING SUNDAY 10th March 11am 
A family service special for Mother’s Day if you would like to bring a small 
bunch of flowers so we can decorate the church for everyone to share. 
 

Egg Rolling is back Easter weekend look out for the April Parish Magazine 
for details. 
 

The Church is open every day. 
So, pop in and see what is going on. 

 

The Family Service is held once a month.  
We use the screen and it usually lasts about half an hour. It is suitable for the 
whole family. 
We provide toys for little ones to play with after the service while adults have a 
chat and coffee. 
 

Baby group on Tuesday 10-11.30 just drop in a happy welcoming group. 
 
Wellbeing group Tuesday 10.15-11am just drop in. Beverly is the organizer. 
 
We have a broad selection of books free, why don’t you sit for a while? 
 
WELCOME SPRING. 
As I was collecting my Subscriptions, I thought it would be a suitable time to 
thank Mike and the whole Parish Magazine team for all the work that goes into 
the Magazine, from the articles to the delivering around our villages the post 
and our shop.  
 

THANK YOU EVERYONE INVOLVED. 
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News from Little Berkhamsted Parish Council 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 20th March 2024 at 

7.30pm in the village hall.  The agenda is published on the website and village 

noticeboard the week before the meeting and residents are welcome to send 

questions and comments to the clerk beforehand, 

clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk or attend the meeting and ask in person. 

.  Volunteers needed to arrange the  
village’s commemoration of  the 
80th Anniversary of the D Day 

landings.  
Please contact Penny 

07956 312168  
  

The Community Café 
Friday morning in the Cricket and 

Community Pavilion from 10.00am 
to 12.00. Everyone welcome!  

Village Clothing Bank 
  

On the field 
is our 

clothing 
bank ready 

for your 
donations 
of clothes, 

shoes, bags  
and belts. 

Thank you 
for your support.  

  
  
  

Either sign up for the East Herts 

weekly draw- just £1 (prizes from £25 

up to a £25,000 jackpot) or buy top-up 

Super Drawonly tickets.  
 www.easthertslottery.co.uk/

support/little-berkhamsted-cricket
-and-community   
The funds raised are going towards 

the refurbishment of the village 
hall. Thank you for your support 

and good luck with your numbers!  
  

The Village Hall has reopened for 
business! We were shut for just a 

few short weeks but in that time 
the building has had insulation and   
secondary glazing installed and 

been redecorated. It looks fantastic 

and is much warmer.  
 

The official ‘unveiling ‘ will be at 
the Annual Parish Meeting on 
Wednesday  24th April at 7.30pm. 

As usual, after a short report on the 

activities of the Parish Council 
there will  a chance for everyone to 

catch up with friends and 

neighbours over complimentary  

wine and nibbles. 
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Little Berkhamsted  
Community Facilities for Hire 

  

     
The Village Hall has disabled access and toilet, a fully equipped kitchen 

for any refreshment needs, internet access and projector equipment.  
  

 

The cricket and community pavilion has a fully equipped kitchen, bar 
area, changing rooms and shower facilities. 

  

Hire Charges (per hour):  Little Berkhamsted Resident: £12 Other: £17 
  

For further details contact: Sandie Ash 01707 875221 
or clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk                   

  

 

News from Little Berkhamsted Parish Council 

mailto:clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk
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Home Farm Dog Training 

 
  

Professional, friendly,  

reward-based training 
  

  Puppy & Adult classes 

  All ages. All breeds 

  1 to 1 training 

  Behaviour Problems 

  

Kennel Club Good Citizen Awards 
  

For more information contact us 
  

www.dogtrainingherts.co.uk 

07527 689516 
  

Fully insuredReferences available. 

Master Art Workshops  
 

and we are delighted to welcome renowned, inspirational 
artists and craftspeople to teach in our lovely rural location.  

Release your inner creativity and join us for fun  
 

Saturday 23rd March – Dutch Marketplace, Spring Flowers 
Watercolour with Deana Kim Page 10-1pm £55 incl. all materials and lunch  

Saturday 6th April - Little Berkhamsted, the Magic of Landscape Watercolours 
with Frank Walters 10-4pm £90 incl.2 course lunch  
Saturday 13th April - Little Berkhamsted, Mixed Media with Sera Knight 10-
4pm £85 incl. some materials and a 2 course lunch 
Saturday 27th April - little Berkhamsted, Glass Fusion with Laura Brooks-Payne 
10-1pm £65 includes, all materials, firing and refreshments 
 

Beginners Welcome 
 

To book visit http://www.masterartworkshops.com or email 
suewilliams021@aol.com 

 

Follow us on social media to keep up with our news -  
Facebook page is http://www.facebook.com/masterartworkshops and 

instagram page is @masterartworkshops 

Millenium Window, St Mary’s, Potton 
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THE ESSENDON STORM of 1846 

On Saturday last a very severe storm burst over the town of Hertford and 
neighbourhood. The storm commenced about six o'clock in the evening, and 
lasted with more or less fury for some hours. The lightning was very vivid, and 
the peals of thunder resembled continued discharges of artillery. In Hertford, 
the rain poured down like a rapid torrent, as though a river were emptying itself 
through large outlets. 
 

At Essendon considerable damage was done. The storm raged with great fury, 
and was accompanied by hail, similar to that which fell in the metropolis. Some 
of the hail stones, which were picked after the storm, measured three inches in 
circumference. The damage done to the gardens and green houses of C. J. 
Dimsdale, Esq., of Essendon-place, was very extensive. Besides a large quantity 
of fruit being bruised, and vegetables cut to pieces by the terrific showers of 
hail, no less than 3000 panes of glass were broken. Many of the windows of the 
dwelling-house were also destroyed.  
 

The houses the village and the old church also shared in the devastation 
occasioned by the "pitiless storm." After the showers were over, a great number 
of birds were found dead. Camfield-place, the seat of Baron Dimsdale; and 
Bedwell, the seat of Sir Culling Eardley Smith, have also suffered injury, scarcely 
less extent than that described to have occurred at Essendon-place. 
 

At Bedwell Park farm, where a boy in the service of Mr. Rayment was in charge 
of a horse and cart, the horse, affrighted by the vivid lightning, started off, 
throwing down the boy, who received such severe injuries from the cart passing 
over him, that he died a few hours afterwards. 
PL 

The blacksmith’s 
shop, Essendon 
photographed in 
1865. 
 
In 1861 Ann 
Bamford is given 
as ‘head’ of the 
family, occupation 
Blacksmith, 
working with her 
3 sons and brother 
in law. 
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Repairs to Fine Antiques 
And Contemporary Furniture 

French Polishing, Spray Finishing,  
Cabinet Making and Design, Veneering, Boulle Work , 

Leather Lining, Marquetry, Re-upholstering,  
Caning and Rushwork, Carving and Turning,  

Clock Restoration, Clock Servicing,   
Repairs to Metal Artefacts, Quality Fabric Sales.  

All work guaranteed to the  

highest standards, Established 1991. 

David Oakes 
01992 511251 / 07860 954977 

 

Three Bears Mobile Vets 
    
Independent, high quality,  veterinary 
care based in Newgate Street Village. 

  

We provide a home visit service but 
also have a fully equipped practice in 

Newgate Street. 
  

Tel: 07477 873891 
Email: threebearsvets@gmail.com 
Website: www.threebearsvets.co.uk 

Herts Computer Services 
 

Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email: 
iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business IT support 
  

PC health checks & virus removal  
Broadband internet issues 
Data recovery 
Laptop repairs such as screen replacement 
PC hardware repairs & installations 
Wireless networking 
Website & internet address setup 
Microsoft server installations & small 
business support 
  

Microsoft & Comptia Certified 
Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com
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Professional carpet, rug 
& upholstery cleaning 

  

Stain & odour removal 
Scotchguards 

Fully insured, Free quotes. 
  

Window, conservatory &  
UPVC cleaning 

  
Tel: 01992 586004 

Mob: 07958 729074  
www.dharriscleaning.co.uk 

 

St Elizabeth’s School and College  
cares for children and young adults with special needs. 

 
St Elizabeth’s are delighted to say that our annual Apple Day will be returning 

this year, on Saturday 30th September 2023. With over 3-acres of ancient 
orchard, we need all the help we can get to pick and juice our delicious apples 

ready to make our famous apple juice. In return, we will be offering a wide 
range of entertainment, refreshments and a chance to browse lots of local 

stalls and products.  
 

The day is always a firm favourite with families, as there is something for 
everyone! There will be a chance to join in with fun and games for the little 
ones, as well as the opportunity to pick apples as a family and either donate 

them back to us, or buy them to make some goodies of your own. 
 

Come and join us between 11-3pm! For further information, please email 
fundraising@stelizabeths.org.uk  
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VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 
 

All bookings can now be made 
through the Village website  
 

www.newgatestreet.org/ 
 

Follow the link to Hall Rental and 
Book the Hall . 

Newgate Street 

What’s On in Newgate Street  
 

Table Tennis: Tuesday evenings 7.30 
- 9.30pm in the Village Hall. £1 pay 
and play 
 

Tennis  - Tuesday mornings 9.30-
10.30am Village Courts. Term time 
only.  Contact 07710 507 215 
 

Book Swap - Pre read books to buy £1 
or swap 50p, in the Village Hall Post 
Office Tuesday & Thursday mornings. 
 

Village Chat - WhatsApp group for 
people living in the village. To join the 
group contact 07710 507 215 
 

Village Pub Social - 8pm the second 
Friday of every month in either The 
Crown or The Coach & Horses Pubs, 
come along to meet friends and make 
new ones. See Village Chat WhatsApp 
group or Village website for details. 
 

Post Office. 
A small Post Office is open on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings in the village 
hall.  

Newgate Street 
Ponsbourne St. Mary 

  
  
  

  

Village Coffee  
Morning 

4th March 
10am to 12 noon  

at 

The Crown 

Book Exchange. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU for the donation  
from  the BOOK EXCHANGE which 
continues to run at the Post Office in 
Newgate Street Village Hall on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings .  

Church Open  
for  

prayer and quiet contemplation,  
every Wednesday 9:30 to 12:30. 

http://www.newgatestreet.org/


35 

  
  

L & M SWAIN 
G A R DE N  MA I NTE N AN C E  

  

ALL TYPES OF GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN  
INCLUDING 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE AND ONE OFF TIDY UPS 
  

HEDGES CUTTING PRUNING 
                                   

TURF LAYING                     PRESSURE WASHING 
  

FENCING                                                                  PATIOS LAID 
  
  
  

TELEPHONE:  01992 511343, 0794 1398 510  
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P.W. Electronics 
  

For supply and installation of your new digital equipment 
Repair of T.V. Video recording equipment, DVD and Hi Fi. 

  
Sales Service & Rental                                                                           

Paul  Wombwell 
01707 265546   (Essendon) 

email   pwelectronics@btinternet.com 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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BK Marquee 
Hire 
 

For all your special 
events. 

Free quotations and site 
visit. 

Table and chair. 
Catering, BBQs 
Hog Roast 
Staging and Dance Floor. 
 

01707 271054 

Mobile:    0796 0842998  
e-mail:     bkmarqueehire@gmail.com 
Web site: bkmarqueehire.co.uk  
facebook.com/bkmarqueehire. 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Welwyn Garden City 

 Male Voice Choir 
 

Gentlemen, did you know 
singing is good for your 

health! 
We are looking for singers. 
No need to be able to read 

music. 
Please contact Bob 

07940565379  

or come along to  
The Methodist Church, 

Woodhall, Welwyn Garden 
City 

on Thursday nights at 7.30 to 
either listen or join in 
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C.J.A UPHOLSTERY 
 

• New Designs To Your Own Specification 

•  Made To Measure Furniture 

•  Home Visits - Portfolio Available 

•  Have Your Old Furniture Re-Upholstered 

Northam • 45 North Street 

Nazeing • EN9 2NH 

Guaranteed Quality  
Workmanship 

1000s of Fabrics 
28 Years Experience at  

Omega Furniture 
www.cjaupholstery.co.uk 

T: 01992 893 964   
M: 07904 359 333 

BROWNIES, CUBS, BEAVERS  AND SCOUTS 
 

Beaver Colony - Thursday 5.30pm - 6.45pm 
Cub Pack  - Thursday 7.00pm - 8.30pm 
Scout Troop - Monday 8.00pm—9:30pm 

1st Birch Green Brownies - Monday 6.30pm - 7.45pm 
 

Meetings are held at 
Cowper Hall, Hertingfordbury Cowper Junior School, Birch Green, SG14 2LR 

Website: www.1stlettygreen.org.uk 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Interior              -J C-          Exterior 
KEENAN 

DECORATING SERVICES 

All aspects undertaken 
:  Excellent references of 
   Character & workmanship 

TELEPHONE: 01707 882927 home 

                 07899 964 436 mobile 

john.keenan2@gmail.com 

  

Master Locksmiths and Security Engineers 
  

G J Locksmiths 
  

9 The Broadway,  
Old Hatfield, AL9 5BG 

  

Tel:   01707 515 510 
  

Mob: 07774 866333  
  

www.gjlocksmithshatfield.co.uk 
martin@g-j-locksmiths.co.uk 

  
Fast reliable service 

FREE surveys to insurance or 
police specification. 

phone Martin Shadbolt  
  

Company member of the Master Locksmiths 
Association 

http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/beavers.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/cubs.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/scouts.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/brownies.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/
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Diamond Pest Control 

Diamond Pest Control 
have a solution to any 
pest problems you may 
be encountering. 

If you need a wasp nest removed 
or are experiencing issues with 
rodents, moths, cockroaches, 
pigeons or any other pests you can 
contact us on the number below. 
  

We are recruiting for new 
technicians to join our team. Call us 
or send us your CV if you are 
interested! 
  

0208 889 1036 
info@diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 
www.diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 

JUST FEET Foot Health. 
  

Nail cutting, Corns, Verrucas, 
Thickened Nails, Split Heels, 

Athlete’s Foot, 
Warts, Hard Skin, Calluses 

  

Mobile Foot Health  
Professional 

  
Deborah McLoughlin, MCFHP 

MAFHP 
Tel: 07973 872967 

  
e-mail: 

d.a.mcloughlin@btopenworld.com 

 BigBlackHen.com 
  

 The beautifully simple way  
      to sell your home. 

  

Thinking of selling your home? 
  

I offer local expertise  
(I grew up in “Little B”),  

innovative marketing and personal 
“service” all for a low fixed fee 

  

Call Nigel Adams on:  

01992 878580 

BigBlackHen.com 
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Village Halls. 
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 

01707 875221 
(Facilities for the disabled 

NEWGATE STREET 
01707 874388 + online 

(Facilities for the disabled) 

WILD HILL 01707 642632 
BAYFORD 01992 511247 

  
BRICKENDON 01992 511551 

ESSENDON 07442 499601 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

Visit the Hartford Hundred web site at 

 hartfordhundred.org.uk/  

for full details of telephone and Zoom services 

https://www.hartfordhundred.org.uk/
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Editorial and Advertising 
Michael Wainwright, 12 Church Road,   
Little Berkhamsted, Hertford.  SG13 8LY                                              01707 875 970 
email:-  parishmag@begesford.co.uk 
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‘Creating Memorials that stand as  a 
lasting act of remembrance’ 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 



 

 


