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DIOCESE OF ST. ALBANS 
 

The Bishop of St Albans: The Rt. Revd. Dr. Alan Smith 
The Bishop of Hertford:   The Rt Revd  Jane Mainwaring 
Archdeacon:                      The Venerable Janet Mackenzie . 
Rural Dean:                        The Revd. Mark Dunstan  
Assistant Rural Dean:        

 

THE PARISHES OF BAYFORD & BRICKENDON, LITTLE BERKHAMSTED, 
 ESSENDON & WOODHlLL, PONSBOURNE:  

 

RECTOR: Rev’d Theresa Musiwacho,  
Hartford Hundred Rectory,  

1 Little Berkhamsted Lane, Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LU.  
Telephone: 01707 875940  email - hartfordhundred@outlook.com 

 

Communion to the sick, Notice of Banns and of Marriage by arrangement with the Minister. See p4. 
Please advise us of any cases of sickness so that prayers may be offered  

or where they may be of any assistance.  

ST ANDREW'’S - LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
Sandie Ash, Hall Cottage, 7 Church Road, 
Little Berkhamsted, SG13 8LY   01707 875221 
 

PCC SECRETARY 
Ian Bailey, Tower House, Stockings Lane, 
Little Berkhamsted.  SG13 8LW 01707 875791 
 

TREASURER  
Christopher Nunn, Trewinnard House, Little 
Berkhamsted, SG13 8LS           07885 464055 
  

ORGANIST 
  
ST MARY - BAYFORD and HOLY CROSS 
and ST ALBAN – BRICKENDON 
  

CHURCHWARDEN 
  

Mr C Taylor, Baybury House, 41 Ashendene 
Road, Bayford, Hertford, SG13 8PX   
                                                    01992 511041 
  

PCC SECRETARY 
  

TREASURER  
Mrs. L. Fitzjohn, Home Farm, Bayford Lane, 
Bayford 
 

ORGANIST  
Mrs V Haryott, Wellpond Cottage, Brickendon, 
SG13 8NU                                 01992 511575 
 
 
 
 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN - ESSENDON and 
WOODHILL, AL9 6AS 
  

CHURCHWARDENS 

Paul Wombwell, 27 Rectory Close, Essendon, 
AL9 6HG                                     01707 273729 
Colin Rees, 2, Letty Green, Hertford,  
SG14 2NZ.                                07540 351 530. 
colin4444@yahoo.com. 
 

PCC SECRETARY  
Ms C Blackman, 42 High Road, Essendon, 
AL9 6HW  07831 341886 
casblackman@yahoo.com 
 
 

TREASURER  
Mr Nick Pickard, Cucumber Hall, Essendon, 
AL9 6JB  07779 325847 
     

 
ST MARY - PONSBOURNE  
  

CHURCHWARDEN AND TREASURER  

Phil Ryan 
50, New Park Road, Newgate Street,  
SG13 8RF - 01707 876151 
phil.ryan47@gmail.com  
 
ORGANIST  
Mr P Minchinton, 14 Byfield, Welwyn Garden 
City, AL8 7AL                              01707 323742 
  
 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR 
Dr M E Wainwright. 12 Church Road, Little 
Berkhamsted, SG13 8LY.           01707 875970 
parishmag@begesford.co.uk 

The Parish Magazine is also available online, free of charge.  
Google ‘HHW Parish Magazine’.  

For the HHW web site Google ‘Hartford Hundred West’. 
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D 
ear All 
  
  

According to the gospel of 
Matthew chapter 28, the risen 

Lord appeared to his disciples at a 
mountain. His sufferings were over, 
because He lived, they too would live. 
In His glorious body he stood before 
them. They worshipped Him, though 
some doubted. 
I quite like what Jesus explained to 
them that all authority in heaven and 
earth had been given to Him. (Matt 
28:18) This is after He had suffered 
and conquered death, Most of us agree 
that He always had authority, but here 
He was speaking of the authority of 
the head of the new creation since His 
death and resurrection. He had now 
completed the work of redemption.  
Jesus, the Head of the new creation as 
the gospel unfolds in chapter 28, 
issued the Great Commission, 
containing Standing Orders for all 
believers: 
Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations. By preaching the gospels the 
disciples were seeing others becoming 
learners or followers of Christ from 
every nation, tribe and tongue. 
- Baptize them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Here the responsibility rests 
with the disciples to teach and 
baptism. In baptism believers 
identifies themselves with the Trinity. 
They acknowledge God the Father, 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit publicly. 
- Teach them to observe all things I 

have commanded you. 
The Commission is about Evangelism. 
It is about going out, proclaiming the 
good news that He is alive. Telling our 
stories to others and encouraging 
them. Most assuredly Jesus added a 
promise of His Presence with His 
disciples until the end of the age. I 
take comfort in the words. They 
would not go forth unaided. In all our 
services we have the companionship 
of the Holy Spirit.  
For the disciples to be endued and 
filled by the Spirit of God, Jesus told 
them to wait in Jerusalem. Yes, the 
fulfilment would occur in Jerusalem 
(Acts 1:4) the very city where the 
Saviour had been crucified. The 
presence of the Spirit bears witness. 
Let us not give up no matter what 
happens to us.  His presence is with 
us. Paul charges Timothy his son in 
Christ to “do the work of an 
evangelist”. (Tim 4:5). 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit may we 
continue to live God’s love through the 
five marks of mission:  proclaiming 
the Good News of the gospel; teaching, 
baptising, nurturing new believers, 
seeking to transform unjust structures 
of society, challenging violence of 
every kind pursuing peace and 
reconciliation, lastly striving to 
safeguard the integrity of creation. 
 
Revd Theresa Musiwacho 

Rector’s Article. 
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Deaths 
 

30th January 2024     Eamonn Martin O’DOHERTY,      Little Berkhamsted 

Prayer Share   
Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by sending us your Holy 
Spirit and opening to every race and nation the way of life eternal: open 
our lips by your Spirit, that every tongue may tell of your glory; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

PARISH REGISTER 

Situation Vacant 
For the past couple of years, Mike and 
Sue Wainwright have been carrying 
out the duties of General Distributor, 
in addition to Mike’s principal role as 
Editor of our Parish Magazine.  This 
was only intended to be an interim 
arrangement, until such time that 
another of our readers stepped 
forward to assume this role. 
To this end, we are looking for 
somebody to assume the role of 
General Distributor, with immediate 
effect. The monthly duties include: 
* Liaising with our printer, Victoire 
Press, for the delivery of c400 copies 

of the magazine to your home. 
* Counting the magazines into boxes 
for each of the six distributors. 
* Delivery to or collection by each of 
the six distributors of their boxes. 
Should you be interested in playing a 
greater part in village life and wish to 
learn more about what is involved 
contact in the first instance: 
Peter Chivers, Hon Treasurer: 
peterchivers53@gmail.com or 01707 
642622. 
 

Mike Wainwright,  
Editor: parishmag@begesford.co.uk 
or on 01707 875970. 

 

“The further decline in the Church is something that, in the end, 
even if I am not — and I’m not saying I’m not — even if I were 
not responsible for, I am certainly accountable for. So, that, 
personally, I count as failure. Lots of people tell me I shouldn’t 
have said that. . . It’s what I feel personally. I am not sure I 
know what else could have been done. Because, in the end, . . . 
the future of the Church, and its survival or otherwise, does not 
depend on archbishops: it depends on God and the providence of 
God.”                          Justin Welby, Archibishop of Canterbury. 
 
 

When I read this, I was concerned that ‘the providence of God’ may be a necessary 
but not a sufficient precursor to fix this. In Theresa’s words on page 3, should the 
Church be ‘going out, proclaiming the good news’.  Let the Group know what you 
think. MW 
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APRIL CALENDAR 

Sunday 7th April  Second Sunday of Easter 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Essendon 
  9:30 am, Family Service, Ponsbourne 
11:00 am, Parish Communion, Brickendon 
 

Sunday 14th April ,  Third Sunday of Easter 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Bayford 
11:00 am, Family Service, Little Berkhamsted 
   

Sunday 21st April ,  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Ponsbourne 
  9:30 am, Family Service, Essendon 
11:00 am, Family Service,  Brickendon 
 

Sunday 28th April , Fifth Sunday of Easter 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Little Berkhamsted  

11:00 am, Family Service, Bayford 
   6:30 pm, Evensong, Essendon 
 

Sunday 5th May, Sixth Sunday of Easter 
  9:30 am, Parish Communion, Essendon 
  9:30 am, Family Service, Ponsbourne 

11:15 am, Parish Communion, Brickendon 
 
 

Wednesdays  
  9:30 am, Holy Communion, Essendon  
10:00 am, Telephone Service  Free                For Joining instructions see 
                                                                                hartfordhundred@outlook.com   

Weddings, Baptisms and other matters.   
Saturday Registration is held on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month 

at 10.00 am to 11.30 am in Little Berkhamsted Church. 
No appointment necessary 

2024 APCMs 
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED               18th April at 7:30 pm 
PONSBOURNE                                 22nd April at 7:30  pm 
ESSENDON APCM                           25th April at 7:30 pm    
BAYFORD & BRICKENDON          30th April at 7:30 pm    

Essendon Village Day. Another village institution closes down. Essendon has 
already lost it’s Youth Club and Carpet Bowls. Is this just how things are?  Is 
COVID to blame? Is social media the problem?  See page 6. 
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 Essendon Village Day. 
 

It has been decided that the village day is 
unlikely to attract visitors as it once did and 
given the work involved both in planning and 
setting up over the August bank holiday 
weekend, much of which has always fallen to 
the same people, who now believe it is time to 
step back. 
 

For that reason, open public meetings have 
been held recently for the organisations, people 
to have their say and response is such that 
clearly, there is not much village feeling towards this event to continue and the 
event committee was wound up at an AGM meeting on the 4th March. 
 

The equipment will be held in store for villagers to use should younger 
members come forward wishing to consider relaunching an event or for the use 
of organisations mounting events.  They may be accessed by email only to 
ian@newlandconstruction.co.uk  Cash in hand will be shared by the main 
organisations participating who respond to the chairman.  
 

At the sad demise of a village event which lasted over 60 years, our huge thanks 
to all those who served on the committee over the years and those who helped 
on stalls and other duties. I would personally like to thank Simon Christensen 
who worked hard every year getting sponsors, Ann Piggott who got all the stalls 
staffed, and lastly my right hand man Colin Rees who was secretary and more, 
always pushing the village day forward, bigger better, who can forget the 
parachute jump, his baby, what an achievement a small rural village hosting 
that. But all good things come to an end and for me this is it. Again space means 
I cannot thank everyone who contributed by name, but thank you to one and all 
who made the Essendon village day so successful. 
 

Ian Venables, Chairman. 
 
Footnote: Without the direction and participation of Ian, our chair and 
especially his early starts on the day pegging out parking areas before the sun 
came up, and then clearing up finishing after dusk, and especially keeping the 
committee so active, a lesson on teambuilding and effective meeting leadership 
no less, the event also would never have been the success it was.  The village I 
am sure, would want thanks to him and his family over the years to be recorded 
in the magazine. Thank you to Ian. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

 

in the  
COMFORT and SAFETY 
of your own home.  

Liz Wainwright 

Over 25 years Experience 
 

Fully Insured 

All Equipment Sterilised 

Cuts, Blow-dry, Sets, Perms 

 

Specialising in Colour and 

Extensions 

JAMES ROBINSON 
  

  Plant hire 
  Groundworks 

  Paving 
  Driveways 

  Landscaping 
  Septic tank installation 

  Site clearance and preparation 
  Demolition 

  

Please call to discuss your needs 

  
07860 445203 

  

admin@j-robinson.co.uk 
www.j-robinson.co.uk 
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Bayford Knitters. Twiddle Muffs 

Celebrating 80 Years of Bell 
Ringing 

On Friday 23rd February Gordon 
Adams, with a band of bell ringing 
friends from the Haverhill area where 
he lives, returned to Essendon to 
celebrate a special anniversary. 
Gordon grew up in Essendon where his 
parents ran the Post Office and village 
store in the High Road (now Peartree 
House). In 1944 at the age of 10 he 
learned ring on our church bells and, 

now aged 90, he and his friends 
returned to celebrate his 80 years of 
ringing on the bells where he first 
learned this ancient art. Before ringing 
they joined the regular coffee morning 
in the village hall where there are still 
old friends whom Gordon knew years 
ago, and after the ringing they 
returned to the hall for lunch and a 
specially made cake in the shape of a 
bell tower decorated with bells and 
ringers. 

Gordon with Essendon ringer Sue Rees 
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GARDENING 
  

Do You: 
  

NEED a strong pair of hands for those gardening jobs 
NEED your vegetable garden dug. 
NEED your grass/hedges cut 
NEED logs moving/splitting 
NEED terraces or garden furniture pressure washed. 
NEED shed or fences painted. 
  

Then I am your man! 
  

Time to suit, 7 days a week. 
Please ring Paul Curson 01707 875622, £12 per hour . 

Minimum 2 hours. 
(£14 if using own machinery) 

Transport required 
I do  not use mains electrical hedge cutters or mowers.  

  

Bayford Knitters  
 

 We have knitted over 30 
dementia “twiddle muffs” 
which will be distributed to 
local nursing homes for their 
patients with dementia.  Our 
next project will be baby 
bonding squares. If anyone 
would like to join us (no prior 
experience needed) we meet 
the first and third Wednesdays 
of the month from 8pm at the 
Farmers Boy in Brickendon. 
Please call Caroline Fletcher on 
07919 317212 for more 
information. 
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More information or to order, go to the website: 
https://bit.ly/layleadertalks 
 

Any income from the book will be shared between  
Royal Papworth charity and HHW Group churches. 

  
THANK YOU. 

A NEW BOOK TO RAISE FUNDS FOR ALL OUR CHURCHES. 
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I Switched! 
  

Following year-on-year 
price increases and 
misleading  ‘special offers’, 
we decided to bite the 
bullet and, not without 

some trepidation, switch our ISP 
(broadband supplier).  
 

When looking at broadband deals take 
note of the contract length. This is 
usually 18 months. To leave early you 
will have to pay a  fee, related to the 
lost revenue. You also have to be 
careful as many deals will increase in 
price during the contract. The special 
deal may only last a few months. 
 

You don’t have to change mobile and 
broadband supplier. You can each with 
a separate company.  
 

If you switch your mobile, in order to 
keep your mobile number you need to 
get a PAC code from your present 
supplier. This is fairly straightforward. 
You just follow an online link and 
sometime later, an email appears with 
the code. (numbers and letters). Keep 
this in a safe place as you will need it 
later. This code however has an expiry 
date, so don’t request it until you are 
ready. The request will notify your 
supplier that you intend to switch so 
you may get offers from them, to entice 
you to stay.  
 

Next decide which ISP you are going to 
switch to for broadband and landline. 
In fact, you don’t really need a landline. 
We decided to include a landline as so 
many people had the number. You will 
be able to keep your old landline 
number. The present landline system 
(analogue) will close down in 
December 2025. After that all 

telephone conversations will 
go via the internet. Some 
people already have internet 
(VOIP/DECT) telephones. 
They connect (by WIFI) to 
your Hub (the box your 
telephone line is connected to), so they 
can be anywhere in the house. The 
disadvantage is that they don’t work in 
a power cut.  
 

The speech is transmitted via the 
internet, just like Zoom calls. If you 
don’t have broadband, most suppliers 
will install it and give you an adapter 
for your current handsets. This might 
be free or charged. 
 

I worry where the swallows will 
assemble in Autumn before flying 
south, if there are no telephone wires! 
 

Prior to the date of the switch, you will 
received a new Hub. Just plug it into 
the wall phone line using the small 
filter (matchbox sized box) you used 
with the old Hub.  
 

The new WIFI Hub will have a new 
name and password, usually written on 
the back and printed on the handbook. 
You will have to enter this into your 
mobile phone, tablet, television etc to 
connect them to the internet.. 
 

In conclusion I can report it all went 
fairly smoothly. By mistake I plugged 
in the new hub before the given date, 
so I had to plug the old hub back in.  
 

On the day the new broadband was up 
and running in a couple of hours. MW 
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BAYFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

To read the minutes and agendas just 

Google ‘Bayford Parish Council’ and 

follow the link to ‘Minutes’. 
 

 

The Old Playground. 

Gavin Nelson continues to update us 

on the progress as Bonnel Homes 

negotiates its way through the red 

tape of EHDC Planning Department.. 

Piling will be the next part of the 

project. 

 

Meetings. 

Annual Meeting 29th April, Monday 

This is the start of the new parish 

council year. 

 

Please check the web site.  
 

Michael Wainwright (Dr),  
Chairman.   
 

pc@begesford.co.uk 
01707 875970. 

www.begesford.co.uk   
 

Friends of the Baker Arms 
 

A number of meetings and emails 
have been exchanged between  FOBA 
and Tom McMullen. There is much 
common ground and McMs seem to be 
committed to retaining a public house 
in Bayford.  
 

There are still issues to sort out, not 
least the division of the building and 
car park between possible 
development and pub. 
 
Our COF (Community Ownership Fund) 
EOI (Expression of Interest,) has been 
accepted. The COF will allow us to 
obtain government funding both for 
capital and revenue. 
 

We have also completed the forms to 
set up a Community Benefit Society, 
provisionally entitled ‘The Bayford 
Community Benefit Society Limited’ (A 
catchy title you will agree), including 
the form specifying the rules under 
which the CBS will operate. 
 

We also need to join the Plunkett 
Foundation as this will (already has) 
provided us with guidance and save 

Bayford 
St. Mary’s Church 

Bayford Church is open  Wednesday and 
Saturday. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING 
 

FLOWERS  
14th and 28th April. 
 Sandra Maniez and Andrea Trendler 

Bayford 
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The Baker Arms 

us money. 
 

We now need to complete the COF 
application. This is a much more 
involved process, and a number of 
decisions will have to be made 
beforehand.  
 
Please follow, like and share on social 
media for all the latest campaign 
news.  
www.friendsofbakerarms.org      
hello@fiendsofbakerarms.org 
 
 
 
 
 

The Right of Way Issue. 
In September (a few months after the 
closure of the pub), large planters 
were placed across the entry/exit to 
the car park to prevent vehicle access.  
Although a gap was left so walkers 
could still pass through, large signs 
were fixed to the planters stating 'No 
Public Right of Way'.  The route via 
the car park provides the only safe 
way between Ashendene Road and 
Brickendon Lane because it avoids the 
very dangerous bend in the road 
where there is no footpath. Andrea 
Trendler on 01992 511588.  
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HCPC Registered Audiologist  
Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,  

Hearing Aids & More  

 
25 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1HZ  

01992 877666 hertfordhearing@outlook.com 

Monthly Collections  15th April 10am—noon Dutch Nursery.   
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The School Ponds 

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
Locally Grown Fruit and Veg. when available. Braughing Sausages. Locally Made 
Apple Juices.  Local Bread, Cakes and Fresh Cream Cakes. Fresh Flowers. Locally 
Made Jam, Marmalade and Honey.  Local Farm Eggs and Duck Eggs delivered 
daily. Wines. House-ware. Confectionery. Newspapers and Magazines.  
Muriel’s Home-made Pickles. Dr. John Dog Food. 
  

Delivery Service now available throughout the Local Villages 
  HOURS:-   Mon-SAT. 7am-6pm.  Sun 8am-4pm   

01707 878731 

 
 

CHURCH  ROAD, LITTLE  BERKHAMSTED 

Local Shops, Services and Pubs  

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

●  Rewires 
●  Fuse Boxes 
●  Security 
●  Extra Sockets 
●  Lighting Points 
● Smoke Detectors 
● Electric Cookers 
● TV Points 
● Phone Points 
● Ring video doorbells  
● Tidy & Efficient 

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
  

Tel: 01707 262771  
Mobile: 07861 398288 

  

Family run business 
  

info@ib-electrical.co.uk  
www.ib-electrical.co.uk 

 

I & B ELECTRICAL 
  

Domestic & Commercial 
Electrician 
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Brickendon Liberty 

Brickendon  
Chapel of the Holy Cross & St. Alban 

  
  

 

 

For enquiries concerning the Chapel, please 
contact Virginia Haryott 01992 511575  
or email wellpondharyott@gmail.com  
 
 
  

Brickendon Clubs: 
 

We have some excellent clubs in 
Brickendon which are always happy to 
welcome new members. 
 

Book Club - meets every first Tuesday 
of the month at 8pm, contact Andrea 
Trendler for venue - 01992 511588 
 
 

Pilates - Every Tuesday morning in 
Fanshaws Room (the village hall) at 
9.15am, to register contact Harriet 
Barton, 07944 500504 or 
pilateswithharriet@hotmail.com  
 

Fanshaws Room  
(The Village Hall) 

 

The Village Hall in Brickendon is a 
lovely space for meetings, children's 
parties and other gatherings. More 
details and photos can be found on the 
village website www.brickendon-
liberty.org.uk 
Hire charge for non-residents is £15 
per hour, £10 per hour for residents of 
Brickendon Liberty parish. 
 

Phone 01992 511551 for further 
information or to make a booking.  

Services 
Sunday   7th April    -    Parish Communion at 11.0am 
Sunday 21st April   -    Family Service at 11.00am 
Sunday   5th May     -    Parish Communion at 11.00am 

Flowers                                                 Aptil                                                 Cleaning 
Virginia Haryott                              5th & 12th                                        Amanda Davey 
Diane Abbott                                   19th & 26th                                                          Tessa Whitlow 
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Parish Council 
  

Meetings 
Meetings are normally held in the 
Fanshaws Room at 7.30pm and all 
parishioners are welcome to attend 
and to raise any issues of concern. 
Agendas are posted on noticeboards at 
least 3 days before the meeting. 
 

Parish Clerk: Laura Brooks-Payne 
Brickendon Liberty Parish Council 
PO BOX 81, Knebworth, SG3 6YZ 
 

Email clerk@brickendon-liberty.org.uk 
Mobile 07803 906291 

Minutes: Brickendon website 
www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk for . 
  

 
 

Brickendon  
Petanque Boules Club  

 

Play at The Farmer’s Boy 
Sunday 10am - 12 noon 
Tuesday 5.30pm - 7pm 

Thursday 10am - 12 noon 
 

We would welcome new players 
There is a full and active summer 

programme 
  

Further information and enquiries 
Contact Janet 01992 511515 

Brickendon Liberty 

 Tennis Courts. 
  

  

The fee for hire is still £5 per court 
per hour for everyone. Last summer 
the courts and pavilion were 
renovated and are in excellent 
condition.  
  

For further information and to book 
see Brickendon website  
(www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk) 
Brenda Lambie 

Carved bench end, Tideswell, Derbyshire. 
These were commissioned by the Litton 
family, who lived in the nearby village of 
Litton, before moving to Knebworth. 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

  

MITCH 
PLASTERING & 
DECORATING 

  
Professional, Reliable,  

Quality  
and  

Clean Service 
  

 Over 20yrs experience,  
Fully Insured 

  
Please Call Chris on 07775 

673423 

  
  

THE 1st NORTHAW 
SCOUT GROUP 

  

Both our Beaver Colony (6-8 years) 
and Cub Pack (8-11 years) have 
resumed “normal “activities including 
hiking, camping and learning new 
skills and having great fun. 
The numbers in both Sections are 
growing and we would love to 
welcome new members. We would 
also be really happy to have more adult 
helpers and leaders to support this. 
Beavers meet on Thursday and Cubs 
on Monday. 
Meetings are based at our 
Headquarters in Northaw Village. 
To find out more contact Gordon 
Marshall at 
gordon.marshall@pbscouts.org.uk 
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Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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Essendon 

Essendon, Woodhill, 
Wild Hill & Woodside   

St. Mary the Virgin 
  
  

  
  

Flower Arrangers  
 

All Sorts Dementia Group.   
 

Social and activity group for people 
with mild to moderate dementia 
starting at Essendon Village Hall every 
Wednesday 10.30am till 3pm.  
Spaces limited so please call  

01279 498938 or  
email allsortsdg@gmail.com  

for more information.  
Website: www.allsortsdg.co.uk 

April Services. See page 5. 

Can you help us out at services now 
and then please? 

 
The group of 5 churches is charged 
every month in finding organists and 
good piano and keyboard players to 
stand in for us when we are in need.   
 

We are preparing a list of people to 
include and ask anyone in the Group 
area, if they wish, to have their name 
and phone number included. We also 
have top flight organists prepared to 
give 'Transition organ tuition' to 
skilled and capable piano players at 
low hourly rates.  Email me if 
interested.  
 
Please  
email colin4444@yahoo.co. 
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ESSENDON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

GARDENING in APRIL 
 

As I write this after a very wet, early and mainly mild start to Spring, it is 
difficult to plan too far ahead in case we are later ‘tripped up’ by this advance! 
Particularly, we must make sure that we don’t ‘trample’ our gardens if it 
remains so wet.  
Trim frost-damaged or untidy lavender plants avoiding cutting into old wood as 
it won’t re-grow and ‘dead-head’ faded Daffodil and Tulip flowers, both the 
heads and seedpods. Remove unwanted suckers from the base of trees and 
shrubs such as Magnolias and Roses, tearing them off if you can as close to the 
ground as possible. Remove faded blooms on Primroses, Pansies and other 
Spring-flowering plants to encourage more blooms. 
First and second early seed potatoes can be planted from early to mid-April and 
just hope that there won’t be any nasty late frosts. Get on top of the weeds now 
and it will be a big help later in the year and thoroughly dig out perennial weeds 
wherever you can. Continue sowing all your usual favourite vegetables in well-
prepared soil.  Among any of your perennial plants which have been overrun by 
weeds, dig them up carefully taking plenty of soil, tease out the weeds, 
sometimes from the bottom, then return the plant to its original position and 
give it a good soak! This is a good time to buy and plant out young perennial 
plants which can be bought quite cheaply as small plants and will quickly fill out 
and flourish so keep an eye open for them! 
Start sowing vegetables outdoors and plant early potatoes. When it happens 
remember to open the vents in your greenhouses on warm days and to shut 
them if there are overnight frost warnings! 
 

Happy Gardening—Germander Speedwell 

Ladies of the WI will be entertaining Mary Smith on Wednesday 17th 
April at 8.00 p.m. in the Village Hall. Mary will be recalling to us that 
her aunt and uncle, Tony and Ray Jones, used to live in Essendon at a house 
called Northfield and a school friend’s father, Mr. Crowley, farmed at Cucumber 
Hall Farm.  
 

She will be travelling from Maidstone and talking about “A Schoolgirl’s War”, an 
account of how girls attending Maidstone Girls Grammar School had to deal 
with the challenges of their schooling during the Second World War. The talk 
will also feature illustrations of a unique set of paintings which reveal school 
life during the Battle of Britain and the doodlebug attacks. 
 

There will be no speaker at Essendon WI in the Village Hall on Wednesday 8th 
May, as the Annual General Meeting is being held. However, after the business 
side of the meeting, at around 8.30 pm, some board games will be organised and 
hotly contested by a bunch of competitive ladies. The regular raffle table will 
also be open.  Please do come along for a fun evening, as a guest, or if you are 
interested in joining for the coming year, call Lyn McCash on 07971 90954 
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The spring before last I planted some 
bluebell bulbs in the garden. Not a 
single one emerged and maybe that is 
as it should be. The wildness of this 
beautiful species should not be tamed 
and domesticated but left to the 
mysterious and unpredictable vagaries 
of the soil.  The species I planted was, 
of course, the English bluebell as we 
are warned off increasing the numbers 
of the Spanish version which is 
spreading far and wide. Invasive 
species are usually bolder, brasher and 
more bullish but in this case it is not as 
blue and we should sniffily look down 
on it as this foreign invader has no 
scent.  Another way to tell it apart is 
the English bluebell has drooping 
'shepherd's crook' stems unlike the 
upright habit of its continental rival. 
 
A single bluebell is a poor soldier, its 
glory coming when in battalions. Their 
massed ranks produce a dazzling 

display of violet-blue iridescence, 
taking advantage of the early spring 
light before the emerging leaf canopy 
dapples the forest floor.  The species is 
closely associated with ancient 
woodland and we have some good 
places to see them locally including the 
tiny wood at the bottom of the valley 
behind the Candlestick on West End 
Lane and, further afield, Post Wood in 
Ware.  However the true delight comes 
when chancing on their lilac light-show 
unexpectedly, as you blink and stare in 
surprise that such colour can really 
exist in nature's palette.   
 
Now is the time to admire them as 
April is the month of the bluebell. Is 
there a more gorgeous sight than when 
they are at the height of their powers 
in woodland ride, glade and dell? 
DC 

Essendon Nature Notes 

The Village Hall. 

Tel:      07442 499601 
email: 
essendonvillagehall@hotmail.com 
  

facebook.com/essendonvillagehall 
essendonvillagehall.wixsite.com/
essendonvillagehall 

Tennis Courts 
The prices are £40 family, £25 
individual and £15 for a junior.   
New members always welcome.  
  

To join the club or any questions 
please contact,  
  

Nicki Whitelaw 07946300512 
nicki.whitelaw@sky.com 
Essendon Tennis Club Committee 
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AMV CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
  
  

Traditional Chimney Sweep 
with brushes, 

 fireplace sealed and advance 
vacuum technology 

Used 
  
  

 Inglenooks, Wood burning stoves, 
 Aga/solid fuel stoves. 

Gas fires, cowls fitted, smoke testing, 
certificates issued.  
Tel:07815 502798. 

  

email 
amvchimneysweeps@googlemail.com 

  

web www.amvchimneysweeps.co.uk 
  
  

Certified member of the Institute of Chimney 
Sweeps 

Evergreen Landscapes 
All aspects of Garden Construction 

undertaken.  
Approved Patio and Driveway 

Contractors 
  

Walling, Pathways, Turf and Lawn 
Installers, Fencing, Natural Stone and 

Porcelain Specialists 
Grounds Maintenance Contractors for 

Private or Commercial Properties 
  

Office 01707655511 
Mobile call Ron on 07747841103 

Email:- 
sales@evergreenlandscapes.co.uk 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

 Our next full Council Parish Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday 9th April and 
the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) will 
be on Tuesday 23rd April. The venue 
and start time for both meetings are 
Essendon Village Hall, at 7pm. Matters 
for discussion will be on the meeting 
Agendas, which are available on the 
Parish Council website, at 
www.essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
and on noticeboards in the village, 
during the week before meetings. 
Minutes are also published on the 
website. Members of the public are 
welcome to attend all meetings and 
can email the Clerk at 
clerk@essendonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
with questions or comments. We also 
have a new contact mobile phone 
number 07984 876 229, where you 
can leave a message for the Clerk 

Bible Study 

All are welcome.  
More information and dates  from  

mckellartrish@gmail.com 
  

Essendon Cricket Club 
We are looking for a scorer ideally 
Saturday and Sunday, but if someone 
only wanted to do Saturdays or 
Sundays that works. Saturday is the 
day we are struggling with as having 
your own scorer in a league game is 
very important. If anyone is interested 
please contact me. 
  

Ian Venables  07764777343 
Essendon CC Captain. 

ESSENDON  
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Little Berkhamsted,  
Howe Green &  
Epping Green   

St. Andrew 
  
  
  

  

CHURCH CLEANING APRIL 
 

Little Berkhamsted 

Services for April 
Sunday 14th April Family Service 11am 
Sunday 28th April Parish Communion 9.30am 
 
Free Telephone service every Wednesday at 10am.  
This service is for anyone at home and would like to join us. Contact me for 
details.  01707875221. 
 
 

St Andrew’s Church. 
 

Can you HELP with our beautiful 
church? We are looking for help with 
cleaning the church and help tidying 
up around the church yard. 
 

Contact: Sandie Ash 01707875221 



27 

St Andrew’s Church 

 

The Church is open every day. 
So, pop in and see what is going on. 

 

Church spring tidy-up  
Saturday 13th April 10am – 2pm 

Please come along and join us if you can spare an hour or more, we have hot 
drinks and good company.  If possible, bring your own tools, if not we can share. 
 

The Family Service is held once a month.  
We use the screen and it usually lasts about half an hour. It is suitable for the 
whole family. 
We provide toys for little ones to play with after the service while adults have a 
chat and coffee. 
 

Baby group on Tuesday 10-11.30 just drop in a happy welcoming group. 
 

Wellbeing group Tuesday 10.15-11am just drop in. Beverly is the organizer. 
 

We have a broad selection of books free, why don’t you sit for a while? 
 

THANK YOU EVERYONE INVOLVED. 

Timothy Winters  
  By Charles Causley   
 

Timothy Winters comes to school 
With eyes as wide as a football pool, 
Ears like bombs and teeth like 
splinters: 
A blitz of a boy is Timothy Winters. 
 

His belly is white, his neck is dark, 
And his hair is an exclamation mark. 
His clothes are enough to scare a crow 
And through his britches the blue 
winds blow. 
 

When teacher talks he won’t hear a 
word 
And he shoots down dead the 
arithmetic-bird, 
He licks the patterns off his plate 
And he’s not even heard of the Welfare 
State. 
 

Timothy Winters has bloody feet 
And he lives in a house on Suez Street, 
He sleeps in a sack on the kitchen floor 
And they say there aren’t boys like him 
any more. 
 

Old Man Winters likes his beer 
And his missus ran off with a 
bombardier, 
Grandma sits in the grate with a gin 
And Timothy’s dosed with an aspirin. 
 

The Welfare Worker lies awake 
But the law’s as tricky as a ten-foot 
snake, 
So Timothy Winters drinks his cup 
And slowly goes on growing up. 
 

O come one angel, come on ten: 
Timothy Winters says ‘Amen 
Amen amen amen amen.’ 
Timothy Winters, Lord.   Amen. 
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News from Little Berkhamsted Parish Council 

We are hoping to celebrate this  in 
the village with  a community event 

involving the lighting of our 
beacon! Volunteers to help 

organise the evening WANTED. 

  
The Community Café 

Friday morning in the Cricket and 
Community Pavilion from 10.00am 

to 12.00.  Come along and enjoy 
coffee, cake and  conversation!  

Village Clothing Bank 
  

On the field 
is our 

clothing 
bank ready 

for your 
donations 
of clothes, 

shoes, bags  
and belts. 

Thank you for your support.  

  
  
  

  

Either sign up for the East Herts 

weekly draw- just £1 (prizes from £25 

up to a £25,000 jackpot) or buy top-up 

Super Draw only tickets.  
 www.easthertslottery.co.uk/

support/little-berkhamsted-cricket
-and-community   
The funds raised are going towards 

the refurbishment of the village 
hall. Thank you for your support 

and good luck with your numbers!  
 

Date for your Diary  
  

Annual Parish Meeting 
Wednesday 24th April at 7.30pm 

in the Village Hall 
  

VACANCY 

Little Berkhamsted Parish Council 

currently has a vacancy for a 

Parish Councillor. This is a 

rewarding voluntary role in which 

you can really can make a 

difference in your village. 

To obtain more information or to 

apply for the position, please 

contact: Clerk to the Council, 

Laura Brooks-Payne by email 

clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk or 

phone 07803 906291 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 15th May 2024 at 7.30pm in 

the village hall.  The agenda is published on the website and village noticeboard the week 

before the meeting and residents are welcome to send questions and comments to the 

clerk beforehand, clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk  or attend the  meeting and ask in 

person. 

mailto:clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk
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News from Little Berkhamsted Parish Council 

Little Berkhamsted  
Community Facilities for Hire 

  
The Village Hall has recently been insulated and redecorated. It has 

disabled access and toilet, a fully equipped kitchen for any refreshment 
needs, a table tennis table, internet access and projector equipment.  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

The cricket and community pavilion has a fully equipped kitchen, bar 
area, changing rooms and shower 

facilities.  

  
  
  

Hire Charges (per hour):  Little Berkhamsted Resident: £12 Other: £17 
  

For further details contact: Sandie Ash 01707 875221 
or clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk                   

  

mailto:clerk@littleberkhamsted.org.uk
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Master Art Workshops  
 

and we are delighted to welcome renowned, inspirational 
artists and craftspeople to teach in our lovely rural location.  

Release your inner creativity and join us for fun  
 
 

Saturday 6th April - Little Berkhamsted, the Magic of Landscape 
Watercolours with Frank Walters 10-4pm £90 incl. refreshments and a 2 
course lunch . 
Saturday 13th April - Little Berkhamsted, Mixed Media with Sera Knight  
10-4pm £85 incl. some materials and a 2 course lunch. 
Saturday 27th April - little Berkhamsted, Glass Fusion with Laura Brooks-Payne 
10-1pm £65 includes, all materials, firing and refreshments. 
 

Beginners Welcome 
 

To book visit http://www.masterartworkshops.com or  
email suewilliams021@aol.com 

 

Follow us on social media to keep up with our news -  
Facebook page is http://www.facebook.com/masterartworkshops and 

instagram page is @masterartworkshops 
 

Saturday 18th May  -Dutch Marketplace, Spring Flowers in Watercolours with 
Deana Kim-Page 10am – 1pm £55 incl. all materials, refreshments and lunch. 

Tuesday 21st May  - Little Berkhamsted, Stunning Blooms in Watercolour with 
Nicky Hunter, 10am – 4pm £85 incl. refreshments and a 2 course lunch. 

Detail from a gravestone in St Mary’s Potton Churchyard, Bedfordshire.  
The cherubs look rather like old men.  

I wonder if they were modelled on  villagers. 
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ROY FRITH 
VACUUM CLEANER  

SALES,  
SPARES & REPAIRS 

  

RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 
  

01992 503991 
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

13 TALBOT 
STREET 

HERTFORD  
SG13 7BX 

St John the Baptist. 
Tideswell 

Derbyshire. 
 

Sir Thurstan de Bower  
d. 1423 
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Repairs to Fine Antiques 
And Contemporary Furniture 

French Polishing, Spray Finishing,  
Cabinet Making and Design, Veneering, Boulle Work , 

Leather Lining, Marquetry, Re-upholstering,  
Caning and Rushwork, Carving and Turning,  

Clock Restoration, Clock Servicing,   
Repairs to Metal Artefacts, Quality Fabric Sales.  

All work guaranteed to the  

highest standards, Established 1991. 

David Oakes 
01992 511251 / 07860 954977 

 

Three Bears Mobile Vets 
    
Independent, high quality,  veterinary 
care based in Newgate Street Village. 

  

We provide a home visit service but 
also have a fully equipped practice in 

Newgate Street. 
  

Tel: 07477 873891 
Email: threebearsvets@gmail.com 
Website: www.threebearsvets.co.uk 

Herts Computer Services 
 

Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email: 
iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business IT support 
  

PC health checks & virus removal  
Broadband internet issues 
Data recovery 
Laptop repairs such as screen replacement 
PC hardware repairs & installations 
Wireless networking 
Website & internet address setup 
Microsoft server installations & small 
business support 
  

Microsoft & Comptia Certified 
Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com
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Professional carpet, rug 
& upholstery cleaning 

  

Stain & odour removal 
Scotchguards 

Fully insured, Free quotes. 
  

Window, conservatory &  
UPVC cleaning 

  
Tel: 01992 586004 

Mob: 07958 729074  
www.dharriscleaning.co.uk 

 

St Elizabeth’s School and College  
cares for children and young adults with special needs. 

 
St Elizabeth’s are delighted to say that our annual Apple Day will be returning 

this year, on Saturday 30th September 2023. With over 3-acres of ancient 
orchard, we need all the help we can get to pick and juice our delicious apples 

ready to make our famous apple juice. In return, we will be offering a wide 
range of entertainment, refreshments and a chance to browse lots of local 

stalls and products.  
 

The day is always a firm favourite with families, as there is something for 
everyone! There will be a chance to join in with fun and games for the little 
ones, as well as the opportunity to pick apples as a family and either donate 

them back to us, or buy them to make some goodies of your own. 
 

Come and join us between 11-3pm! For further information, please email 
fundraising@stelizabeths.org.uk  
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VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 
 

All bookings can now be made 
through the Village website  
 

www.newgatestreet.org/ 
 

Follow the link to Hall Rental and 
Book the Hall . 

Newgate Street 

What’s On in Newgate Street  
 

Table Tennis: Tuesday evenings 7.30 
- 9.30pm in the Village Hall. £1 pay 
and play 
 

Tennis  - Tuesday mornings 9.30-
10.30am Village Courts. Term time 
only.  Contact 07710 507 215 
 

Book Swap - Pre read books to buy £1 
or swap 50p, in the Village Hall Post 
Office Tuesday & Thursday mornings. 
 

Village Chat - WhatsApp group for 
people living in the village. To join the 
group contact 07710 507 215 
 

Village Pub Social - 8pm the second 
Friday of every month in either The 
Crown or The Coach & Horses Pubs, 
come along to meet friends and make 
new ones. See Village Chat WhatsApp 
group or Village website for details. 
 

Post Office. 
A small Post Office is open on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings in the village 
hall.  

Newgate Street 
Ponsbourne St. Mary 

  
  
  

  

Village Coffee  
Morning 

1stApril 
10am to 12 noon  

at 

The Crown 

Book Exchange. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU for the donation  
from  the BOOK EXCHANGE which 
continues to run at the Post Office in 
Newgate Street Village Hall on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings .  

Church Open  
for  

prayer and quiet contemplation,  
every Wednesday 9:30 to 12:30. 

http://www.newgatestreet.org/


35 

  
  

L & M SWAIN 
G A R DE N  MA I NTE N AN C E  

  

ALL TYPES OF GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN  
INCLUDING 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE AND ONE OFF TIDY UPS 
  

HEDGES CUTTING PRUNING 
                                   

TURF LAYING                     PRESSURE WASHING 
  

FENCING                                                                  PATIOS LAID 
  
  
  

TELEPHONE:  01992 511343, 0794 1398 510  
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P.W. Electronics 
  

For supply and installation of your new digital equipment 
Repair of T.V. Video recording equipment, DVD and Hi Fi. 

  
Sales Service & Rental                                                                           

Paul  Wombwell 
01707 265546   (Essendon) 

email   pwelectronics@btinternet.com 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 
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BK Marquee 
Hire 
 

For all your special 
events. 

Free quotations and site 
visit. 

Table and chair. 
Catering, BBQs 
Hog Roast 
Staging and Dance Floor. 
 

01707 271054 

Mobile:    0796 0842998  
e-mail:     bkmarqueehire@gmail.com 
Web site: bkmarqueehire.co.uk  
facebook.com/bkmarqueehire. 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Welwyn Garden City 

 Male Voice Choir 
 

Gentlemen, did you know 
singing is good for your 

health! 
We are looking for singers. 
No need to be able to read 

music. 
Please contact Bob 

07940565379  

or come along to  
The Methodist Church, 

Woodhall, Welwyn Garden 
City 

on Thursday nights at 7.30 to 
either listen or join in 
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C.J.A UPHOLSTERY 
 

• New Designs To Your Own Specification 

•  Made To Measure Furniture 

•  Home Visits - Portfolio Available 

•  Have Your Old Furniture Re-Upholstered 

Northam • 45 North Street 

Nazeing • EN9 2NH 

Guaranteed Quality  
Workmanship 

1000s of Fabrics 
28 Years Experience at  

Omega Furniture 
www.cjaupholstery.co.uk 

T: 01992 893 964   
M: 07904 359 333 

BROWNIES, CUBS, BEAVERS  AND SCOUTS 
 

Beaver Colony - Thursday 5.30pm - 6.45pm 
Cub Pack  - Thursday 7.00pm - 8.30pm 
Scout Troop - Monday 8.00pm—9:30pm 

1st Birch Green Brownies - Monday 6.30pm - 7.45pm 
 

Meetings are held at 
Cowper Hall, Hertingfordbury Cowper Junior School, Birch Green, SG14 2LR 

Website: www.1stlettygreen.org.uk 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Interior              -J C-          Exterior 
KEENAN 

DECORATING SERVICES 

All aspects undertaken 
:  Excellent references of 
   Character & workmanship 

TELEPHONE: 01707 882927 home 

                 07899 964 436 mobile 

john.keenan2@gmail.com 

  

Master Locksmiths and Security Engineers 
  

G J Locksmiths 
  

9 The Broadway,  
Old Hatfield, AL9 5BG 

  

Tel:   01707 515 510 
  

Mob: 07774 866333  
  

www.gjlocksmithshatfield.co.uk 
martin@g-j-locksmiths.co.uk 

  
Fast reliable service 

FREE surveys to insurance or 
police specification. 

phone Martin Shadbolt  
  

Company member of the Master Locksmiths 
Association 

http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/beavers.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/cubs.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/scouts.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/brownies.html
http://www.1stlettygreen.org.uk/


39 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Diamond Pest Control 

Diamond Pest Control 
have a solution to any 
pest problems you may 
be encountering. 

If you need a wasp nest removed 
or are experiencing issues with 
rodents, moths, cockroaches, 
pigeons or any other pests you can 
contact us on the number below. 
  

We are recruiting for new 
technicians to join our team. Call us 
or send us your CV if you are 
interested! 
  

0208 889 1036 
info@diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 
www.diamondpestcontrol.co.uk 

JUST FEET Foot Health. 
  

Nail cutting, Corns, Verrucas, 
Thickened Nails, Split Heels, 

Athlete’s Foot, 
Warts, Hard Skin, Calluses 

  

Mobile Foot Health  
Professional 

  
Deborah McLoughlin, MCFHP 

MAFHP 
Tel: 07973 872967 

  
e-mail: 

d.a.mcloughlin@btopenworld.com 

 BigBlackHen.com 
  

 The beautifully simple way  
      to sell your home. 

  

Thinking of selling your home? 
  

I offer local expertise  
(I grew up in “Little B”),  

innovative marketing and personal 
“service” all for a low fixed fee 

  

Call Nigel Adams on:  

01992 878580 

BigBlackHen.com 



40 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 

Village Halls. 
LITTLE BERKHAMSTED 

01707 875221 
(Facilities for the disabled 

NEWGATE STREET 
01707 874388 + online 

(Facilities for the disabled) 

WILD HILL 01707 642632 
BAYFORD 01992 511247 

  
BRICKENDON 01992 511551 

ESSENDON 07442 499601 
(Facilities for the disabled) 

Visit the Hartford Hundred web site at 

 hartfordhundred.org.uk/  

for full details of telephone and Zoom services 

https://www.hartfordhundred.org.uk/
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‘Creating Memorials that stand as  a 
lasting act of remembrance’ 

Please mention HHW Parish Magazine when responding to an advert. 



 

 


